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NEWS RELEASE
UD SPEAKER TO FOCUS ON WORKERS' RIGHTS,
ENDING CHILD LABOR AND SWEATSHOPS
DAYTON, Ohio- From shaming the Gap and Kathie Lee Gifford into changing their
business practices to launching a campaign for worker and human rights, activist Charles
Kernaghan has been working for international labor rights since 1985.
Now executive director of the National Labor Committee, Kernaghan will talk about
"Fighting to End Child Labor and Sweatshops: The Campaign to Protect the Human Rights of
the Workers Who Make What We Buy" at 7:30p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30, in Sears Recital Hall in
the Jesse Philips Humanities Center at the University of Dayton. He will document exploitative
labor practices by companies such as Liz Claiborne, Wai-Mart and Disney and explain what
I

the public can do to ensure that companies that manufacture clothes for the American market
pay their workers a living wage.
He will also discuss United Students Against Sweatshops, a national effort to organize
the fight against child labor in sweatshops.
Admission to his talk is free and open to the public.
Over the summer, UD's human rights committee signed an agreement with the NLC that,
among other things, enables UD students studying human rights to intern with the organiz<;~.tion.
UD is the first university in North America to offer an undergraduate major concentration and a
minor in human rights studies.
Kernaghan worked as a shop steward with a carpenters' union and was a college
professor before leading the National Labor Committee. In 1995, a NLC-sponsored tour of two
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teen-aged workers from El Salvador, where the Gap contracted for clothing, led to an agreement

.

between the Gap and NLC to work to improve conditions in the factories, translate and post
the company's code of conduct and institute independent human rights monitoring.
The next year, Kernaghan testified in Congress about a Honduran factory where teens
were forced to work overtime in unhealthy, abusive conditions producing clothes sold in WalMart under the "Kathie Lee" label. The case led to public outcry over low-waged assembly
factories offshore.
A current campaign calls on U.S. companies to disclose the locations of factories around
the world that produce t.~eir goods.
Kernaghan's talk at UD is sponsored by the Human Rights Committee and the Center
for Social Concern.
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For media interviews, call Mark Ensalaco, director of international studies and the human
rights studies program, at (937) 229-2765.

